Trong hang sau, ngusi dan 6ng c6 doc.

Mii téc nguidi dy dai thuot, rau cham dau goi. Nguoi dy

chéng cim.
Nguéi &y nhim mit.

Tai cham chd ling nghe. Nhiing giong néi. Chung

mién man ddi lén tir ho nudc noi goc hang.
Ay 1a giong ctia tit ci con ngudi tran thé.
Hét thay chi khat khao mot diéu.

Thoi gian.

Trong d6 c6 giong Sarah Lemon.
Thiéu nt Sarah séng & thoi hién dai. C6 ndm dai trén
giudng, 6m dién thoai, say mé ngim anh anh chang dién

trai toc mau nau tya ca phé.
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MITCH ALBOM

T6i nay c6 v6i cdu dy sé hen ho. C6 hdo hic nhidm di
nhdm lai: “Tam ru6i, tim ruéi!”, trong long lua t6i lua lui
nén mic nhiing gi. Quan jean den? Ao sit nach? Thoi.
Co rat ghét d€ 16 bap tay. Dep do sat nach di.

“Minh can thém thoi gian.” C6 thét 1én.

Trong d6 c6 giong Victor Delamonte.

Ti pht tudi ngoai tdim muoi ngodi trong phong kham.
Vo 6ng ngoi bén. Trén ban trai to gidy tring.

“Chung toi khong thé 1am gi hon.” Bic si 6n ton noéi.

Hang thang troi diéu tri ma bénh tinh khong thuyén
giam. Khéi u. Thén.

Ngudi vg nghen ngao, 16i 1€ mic noi c6 hong. Nhu
hiéu long vg, 6ng hing giong:

“Grace mudn hoila... t6i con bao nhiéu thoi gian?”

Loi ti phu cung 16i thiéu nif tréi dat dén hang dong
xa x0i noi nguoi dan dng rau dai kia ngoi thui thui.
Nguoi 4y la Cha Thoi Gian.

Cé 1§, trong tudng tugng cuia ban, Cha Thoi Gian chi
la huyén thoai, nhan vat hoat hinh trén tim thiép miing
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nam mdi, vi than c6 xua hom hem, tay nim chat dong ho
cat va séng dai hon bat ki ai.

Nhung Cha Thei Gian, nguoi 4y c6 that. Hon nia,
nguoi 4y khong thé gia di. Bén dudi rau ria x6m xoam va
toc tai bom x6m kia — ddu hiéu ctia stic song dang tran —
than thé nguai 4y san chic va lan da ngudi &y cang muot,
bdi than thé 4y, lan da 4y khong lao héa, béi chinh nguoi
dy diéu khién thoi gian.

Thud xa xua, trude khi Cha Thoi Gian khién Chda
Troi néi con thinh ng, ngusi dy cing la nguoi tran mat
thit, sé phai chét khi s6 ménh dén hoi két.

Gio day, ngudi 4y c6 s6 phan khac — bj day dén hang
dong nay va phai ling nghe tit ca loi cdu xin trén doi — xin
thém nhiéu phut, nhiéu git, nhiéu nam, nhiéu thoi gian hon.

Nguoi 4y da tré nén bat ti. Nguoi dy da tirbo hi vong.
Nhung d4u d6, c6 chiéc dong ho dang lang 1é dém nhip
cho tit ca ching ta. N6 ciing tich tic ca cho ngudi dy nita.

Cha Thai Gian sé sém dugc tra tu do.

Dugc vé tran thé.

Va hoan thanh viéc nguéi dy da khéi dau.

Day la cau chuyén vé y nghia caa thoi gian.

Chuyén ké ring, ngay xtta ngay xua, vao thud binh
minh ctia nhan loai, c6 cdu bé dé chan tran chay 1én d6i,
dudi theo c6 ban nhé chén trdn tung tang phia trudc.

Chuyén vé cic c6 bé, cdu bé thusng mé dau nhu thé déy.

Chuyén vé hai dia tré nay cing vay.

Cau bé la Dor. C6 bé 1a All.

Hai dia tré trac tudi va véc nguoi tuong duong, giong
lanh lanh, mai téc den day, mat lem nhem bun dit.

Alli vira chay vira ngodi nhin Dor, nhoén miéng cudi
rang r&. Trdi tim em xao xuyén nhiing rung dong dau

tién. Em nhat hon dd nho r6i ném vé phia ban.

“Dor oi!” Em goi to.



NGUOI GAC THOI GIAN

Dor vira chay vita dém nhip thé.

Céu la nguoi ddu tién trén doi nghi dén viéc tao ra
cc con sO va tap dém. Bat ddu ti dém ngodn tay — mot
ngoén goi la mot, hai ngén goila hai... ching mdy chdc, ciu
dém dugc moi thu.

Dor hién lanh, ngoan ngoan, nhung tri tué sic sio
hon ngudi. Cau khéc biét.

Trén trang d4u tién cuaa lich st nhan loai, moét dua tré
khac biét c6 thé thay déi ca thé gidi.

Bai thé, Chua dang doi theo cau.

“Dor oi!” Alli hét 1én.

Dor nging dau, mim cudi — cau ludn cudi véi Alli —
va hon d4 roi xudng st chin ciu. C4u nghiéng dau va
chgt nay ra mot y.

“Lai di!”

Alli ling hon da 1én. Dor xoe tay ra dém, moét, hai...

“Aaal!”

Thinh linh, c6 dda nhéc vat Dor tit ding sau. Do la
Nim - thang bé vam v6 hon Dor nhiéu. Nim chan dau
g6ilén lung Dor.

MITCH ALBOM

“Talavual!”
La tré cudsi khanh khich.

Va ching chay tiép.

Hay tuong tugng cudc sdng khong co ai tinh dém
thoi gian.

Cé 1é kho ma hinh dung. Ta lu6n biét 16 tht, ngay,
thang. Dong ho treo trén tudng moéi nha hoac hién thj
trén man hinh diéu khién trong xe hoi. Ta xép thoi gian
biéu, theo doilich, hen gi¢ dn t6i hodc xem phim.

Nhung ngoai ty nhién, chang sinh vit ndo quan tim
dén viéc dém giS. Chim chéc khong bao gis day mudn.
Cho khong xem dong hé. Huou nai khong ban tam dén
tudi tac.

Chi con ngudi do dém thai gian.

Chi con ngudi diém gio.

Va, vi 1é d6, chi con nguoi dm dnh mot ndi s¢ ma
khong sinh vat nao khdc phai chiu dung.

Noéi so hét thoi gian.
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Sarah Lemon s¢ hét thoi gian.

Rakhoi phong tdm la c6 nang bit ddu nhdm tinh. Hai
muoi phut sdy toc, ntia tiéng trang diém, niia tiéng 1én do,
muoi lam phat di téi diém hen. Tdm rudi, tdm ruai!

Ctia phong ngt chgt md ra. La me c6 — ba Lorraine.

“Con 0i?”

“Me nay, me phai go ctia chi!”

“U. Céc, cb¢, cb¢”

Ba Lorraine nhin 1én giuong. Ba thidy mdy bd quan
do dugc bay ra, chudn bi vao vong tuyén chon: hai quan
jean, ba do thun va mét 4o len trang.

“Con dinh di dau a?”
“Khong di dau ca”
“Con hen ai thé?”

“Con khong.”

MITCH ALBOM
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“Mic 4o tring di con, xinh dé.

“Me !”

Ba Lorraine thé dai, nhit chiéc khian uét trén san réi
r6i phong.

Sarah ding trudc guong. Pau 6c c6 nang vin vuong
ching trai no. C6 véo ngén m& quanh eo. Ui!

Tdam ruai, tdm ruaoi!

Khoéng doi nao Sarah mic cdi 4o tring.

Victor Delamonte s¢ hét thoi gian.

Vo chong 6ng ra khoi thang mdy réi vao can ho cao
cdp ndm trén ting cao nhit.

“Anh dua do khoac déy, em cdt cho.” Ba Grace noi.
Ba treo do vao tu.

Khong gian thinh ling. Ong Victor chéng giy chim
chidm di doc hanh lang, ngang qua btic tranh son dau kho
16n ctia mot danh hoa nguoi Phép. Bung 6ng nhoi lén.
Can uéng thudc roi. Ong budc vio thu phong day ip

sach v&, bang biéu, c6 ké cai ban d6 s bang gob gu.
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L&i ctiabac sivanglén trong ddu ong: Chiing téi khong
thé lam gi hon. Thé nghia la sao? C)ng con song dugc bao
nhiéu tudn? Hay bao nhiéu thang? Ching lé day la dau
chdm hét cho cudc doi 6ng u? Khong thé nao!

@ng nghe tiéng budc chan vg di lai trén san gach.
Ong nghe tiéng ba bam dién thoai.

“Chi Ruth oi, em day”

Ruth 1a chi gdi ctia ba Grace. Ba nho giong:

“Vo chong em viia di kham ve..”

Victor ng6i than tho trén ghé, dém thtt cudc doi
mbi ldc mot teo tép cia minh con lai bao lau. Ong tha
don dap, dit quang, nhu thé cé ai bép nghet 16ng nguic.
Khuoén mit 6ng rum ré. Mt 6ng rung rung.
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Nam thang tréi qua, nhiing dia tré sé 16n 1én va bi

cudn vao con duong sé phin da dinh.

Ba dta tré rugt dudi nhau trén ngon d6i ngay dy —
Dor, Nim va Alli - céing thé.

Nim truéng thanh, cao 16n, stic dai vai rong.

Cha anh lam thg né, va anh thuong phu 6ng bé gach
bun. Nim khao khét tré nén manh mé hon cac cau trai
khéc. Anh say sua theo dudi quyén luc.

Alli ngay cang xinh dep.

Me nang lic nao cing nhic nhé con gai tét gon mai
toc den huyén va cup mit, kéo nhan sic yéu kiéu khoi
day duc vong den t6i ciia ddm dan 6ng. Dan da, Alli ric
vao 16p vo nhun nhuodng, de dat.



