CHUONG MOT

Rai, phd

Thi trén Neo, mot ngay néing hanh, ddu mua thu
nam 1984.

Trén con dudng dé dat kho tring, xodi xuong hai
bén hai vat hoa c6 may cudi mua da chuyén sang nhan
nhat tim, t6i, c6 deo tui vai, vai khoac céi ba 16 bo doi
da bac mau, mat mii sung sia, cdim dau, cun cut budc.

Me t6i vita dong xe dap chét linh kinh d6 duéi
theo viia goi todng 1én:

- Cham thoi! Cham tho6i! Lam gi ma...

Me toi chua néi hét ntra ciu sau, nhung toi hiéu ca.
Khong chinh x4c ting tu thi cling dai d€ 12 1am gi ma
chay nhu cho6 duéi, chd em né véi, n6 chua biét dudng!

Ay 12 me t6i dang lo cho cdi dua di ding sau
me. Cling phu kién hanh trang tui vai, ba 16 nhu t6i,
nhung trong khi t6i doi mi c4n than thi ddu no6 phoi
nhu dau trau kho. Dic biét, trén mat n6 con nguyén
bén vét xude doc tif ma xudéng cdm, cd may vét déu rat
dut khoat, rat sdu, chua cai nao dong vdy.

Bon vét ay, ndi chinh xac 1a vét méng tay cao.

To6i rat mudn minh cdo dudc thém nhat nita vao
madt no, nhung & phia bén kia, cho can xtng.

- Chg em no véi! - Me t6i van gao theo.

Toi khong diéc nhung khong chdm budc va cling
khong thém quay lai. C nghia 14 t6i dang rat cau.

BGi cai thing hon toi ba tudi nhung goi toi bing
chi, di phia sau kia, khong phai anh em ho hang gi st
ma 1a ké thu khong doi trdi chung.

Va hom nay, t6i con phai dan no rdi phd vé dong.

* * *

Co6 nghia 1a t6i dang phai rdi Neo, ndi t6i sinh ra
va 16n 1én - céi thi trin ci, chay dai mot vét, tir chd
dong Cltu An chia nuéc vao Pinh Pao - mét nhanh
ctia cong trinh thuy noéng Bic - Hung - Hai dén khi
cham lung vao con dudng xuyén canh dong Hai.

Thi tran ay c6 hai day nha.

Dy th@ nhdt bAm mit dudng, d cac kiéu dang.



Néu khong mai ngoéi hién tay, tam cap, cot hién, xay
1ui tit vao trong tranh bui thi 1a tudng gach, mai bing,
trén mi cta chinh dip néi dong con s6 nim xay, tén
chu nha hay doi chim hoa binh chau mé. Kiéu con s6
v6i chim hoa binh nay hién dai hon, nén thi nhau dua
sat long dudng. Day nay, tong thé, lam kién tric mat
tién thi trdn dam khap khénh, tho thut, khéng ra kiéu
dang gi.

Day nha th( hai cta thi trdn bam doc bd song,
khong 16 ¢ nhu bén déi dién ma quy hoach theo trat
tu, theo y t6i, 1a gidm dan sy quan trong. Khéi dau la
nghia trang liét sTim lim du6i tan xa cir. R6i bénh vién
huyén c6 cadi nha xdc khong ctta quay mit ra canh
dong. Khu nha dy ban. May day tap thé tudng gach,
lop gidy dau, bdn mua ndng cling nhu mua nguyén
mot mau tham xin. Cu6i cuing 1a bai bong, cé cai buc
dat van cong cao qua dau ngudi. Chiéu chiéu, 1t tré
con trong khu tap thé thudng kéo nhau 1én ddy ding,
don gio tor dong théi ngudc vé song, cho bat b6t mui
gidy dau khét mui, &m tur got chin 1én chdm tdc.

Nhu da k€, Neo 1a mot thi trdn cii chtt khong phai
6. Tu khu ty ban sang day nha dan r6i 1on vé khu tap
thé, nhin t& bé, chd nao cling rit moét mau xam ngoét.
Ma lua thua ngudi. Vi dan & hét trong lang ch khong
bam ra dudng cdi, sg trudc sau tong héng dé 1am moi
cho trom cudp.

Béi thé, tiéng 1a thi trAn nhung Neo khong co
truong hoc. Tré con phai di hoc nhd. Lép anh trudc,
16p em sau, thang tiép thang, ngay n6i ngay, deo tui
hai quai khau tif bao tdi ctt dung sach vé tuy than, c¢d
deo lo myc Ctru Long ndp nhuya, cip theo cai ghé gob,
di bo doc thi trdn roi ré sang canh dong Hoi. Cu thang
con dudng mon cd treo 1én cd, chi chira vét dat chiing
lot budc chan, diém dén cudi cung clia ban sé 1a cai
nha kho cf, ria lang. Pay chinh la cai truéng hoc, cé
ba 16p, 16p no ngin 16p kia bang tudng 1i€p, 16p nao
cling c6 du ctia chinh, ctia s6 nhung md cd bon mua
vi khong cdi nao cé canh.

May ndm di hoc ngoai thi trdn, v6i toi, 1a mot
cugc trudng chinh. Téi khong nhé minh hoc chit, hoc
viét kiéu gi, cling khong nhé minh hoc cong trii thé
nao v6i mé que tinh vot bang tre, ma chi nhé nhiing
tran danh nhau vd6i 1a tré con lang Hoi. CU tam chiéu,
nhat 1a nhitng mua suong vé, dong nhap nhoang sém,
chung n6 thudng nup trong khe nhitng ngdi ma dat &
bai tha ma ven dudng roi bat ngd nhdy xo ra, kéo dua
nao cham chan vui xuéng khu mang can. Sau may ci
nhu thé, 1t tré con thi tran biét 1€, khong manh dua
nao ndy chay nita ma cum vao, 1ap chién liy, vong
trong hoé trg vong ngoai. Ct dim lan thua thi ki€u
gi cling c6 1an chung t6i tim dugc mot thing, vii
trd v€ nong nudc?. Luc dau thing it thua nhiéu, sau

(1) Vung nudc ndng, can.



dudgc toi luyén qua chién dau, c6 kinh nghiém nén
ti s6 bam duoi dong déu, bat phan thing bai. Cudc
khang chién trudng ki dén ndi, chiéu nao, di hoc vé
qua dong Hoi, budc chan vao dia phan thi trin cing
c6 mot 1d ma bun.

Nhung dé dén mdy thang nay, tinh tif cudi nim t6i
hoc 16p ndm, tinh hinh chién sy ngay mot leo thang.
Ay 14 khi bon H6i khong 4 u6m nhao ra cing mot
lugt, dan hang ngang giap 14 ca nhu cii nita ma xuit
hién tht linh. Luc dau, thing nay cting chi 1a quin,
cting lubm nhudém nhu déng bon, thé ma khong hiéu
sao, qua mdy thang bong néi 1én thanh chi huy. N6
khong truc ti€p xudt hién ma lui lai ddng sau, bay binh
bo trdn, co trinh sat tién tram, c6 phuc kich danh ap,
c6 yém trg rut lui, rit chuyén nghiép... Va muc tiéu
huéng dén cua ching né, sau mdi tran chién, khong
con 1a vui quan dich xu6ng bun nta...

Bing chuing 1a toi da bi cu6p mat chi€c but may
kim tinh np vang. Cai but t6i hém trudc toi vita trom
trong hop but ciia me, dem khoe trong budi tap trung
dau tién dé€ chuén bi tuu trudng...

Chiéu hom ay nang kho, trdi trong, gi6 dau thu
thi mat chi chua se se lanh, t6i v6i may dta ban trong

khu tap thé vé dén chd cay ciu xi ming bic qua song
sang khu tap thé thi thdy me t6i dang mo hén.

Song Pinh Bao mua nay bén thuy nong thudng
chin ting doan d€ dan cong vét bun, khoi lai dong
chdy nén c6 nhiing ndi nudc chi ngang dau goi, tré
con hén hd ti tim 16i qua 16i lai nhu di trén dat bing.
Tam thoat ki€p nan khodc trén vai céi bao tai rach, tay
cAm cai xién ché tu diia xe dap hong, cai chdi ré cun,
hét ngay nay qua thang khac lang thang ré dudng, ria
nghia trang hay ddu mudng, goc mang, kiém rom roi,
ra rét, 14 cay rung vé dun, ching t6i moi dita mot cai
thau sit tring men, dan hang ngang di doc long song
dan trai, khong khi mudi phan thi cd mudi phan ron
rang, phan khdi.

Nhu trén k€ dg, chiéu 4y trdi rat dep, toi thdy me
toi va miy ngudi nita dang mo hén dudi chan cau.
Cai thau sit thung day dugc bit lai bang xi mang da
lung ldng nhiing con hén cuy, to nhu ngén chan cai
va may con trai, tu6i tic chic cling vao hang ong cd
noi. Me t6i cuc ki thich 11 trai den si, vd mtp nhu hai
ban tay up vi niu riéu ca chua hay niu chéo, diém
chat hanh m& phi thdm va may nhanh thi 14 thi chi
can ném vai hat muéi cling ngot ngang mi chinh. (La
chung t6i nghe miy ba me ndi chuyén v6i nhau thé,
cht thuc ra chua dugc nhin thdy mét ngang mii doc
moén mi chinh ra sao va cling chua dugc ném xem né
ngon xudi hay ngon ngugc thé nao).



Toi cting thich mé miy cu trai, nhung con vi li do
khac. Ay 12 t6i sdn ngoc. Ct nghi dén canh tugng khi
md hai cdnh vo xa cUf 6ng anh, thiy lan ra, 1ong l6c,
mdy vién ngoc bang ngén chin cai, c6 nghia 1a to cd
ngoc than trong tranh “Ca chép hoa rong” vé bang
mau myc lam tram trén gidy do, ban & chg Thong
trong nhiing phién ap Tét 1a lai thdy tuong lai minh
dd cd mudi phan ruc r3, huy hoang. Va béi thé cho
nén néu thay me t6i ki€ém dugc trai, nhat 1a trai song
thé€ nay, kiéu gi toi cling nhay bd xudng, xi phan, dem
V€ ty tay tim ngoc.

Me t6i van lai hui mo. Lat sau, chiing thdy la,
nging lén, nhin mdy dua dang dung trén mép lan can
chia ra cuia ciy cau xi ming bic qua song, ngay phia
trén dau minh, than nhién hoi:

- Lai gay chuyén hu?

Trudc gid, t6i vAn nghi me t6i ¢ tai tién tri, doan
su viéc nhu than. M6i 1an di 1am vé, nghe ti€ng toi
chao, hé me t6i “U” thi thoi, chd khong “U” ma hoi
“Cé chuyén gi?” y nhu ring hdi mudi 1an thi tring
cd mudi lan toi vira gdy chuyén, khong danh nhau
véi bon con trai thi cling tréu ch6 choc meo hay treo
cdy trom qua... Thuc tinh t6i cting ching muén thé,
nhung dong ddi x6 ddy, ngay nao cting nhu ngay nao,
ba bé bon bén sudt tir 16p hoc, dén doc dudng vé, thim
chi loanh quanh khu tap thé, toan chuyén tim dén toi
dé gay su. Ma gay dd b6n mua, ké cd mua nghi he.

Nhu dang ké dé, trudc do, toi méi chi nghi ngs me
toi co tai tién tri.

Nhung l4n nay thi phéi tin hdn. Vil chung toi, ca
ndm da ban, dda nao clng la ban n6i kho, vita cuing
chuén bi vao 16p 6, vira cung & day tap thé Vién quan
y, chua dua nado noi cau gi, cling chua kip dua nhau
gao nhu quat: “Chau chao c¢6 Thanh” (c6 Thanh la me
t6i); “Chau chao ba Dung nudc” (ba Dung dang lui
hui sat bén me to6i, 1a ba ban quén nudc, quan li “Pai
phat thanh ba Dung” - trung tim thu bat thong tin va
cling 1a tram phat, mtc d6 pht s6ng toan thi tran &
dudi goc cay xa clif 1dm bud6u, ngay 16i ré vao khu tip
thé€), th€ ma me toi da biét, da hoéi c6 chuyén gi?

B4i thé, toi hoi bat ngd, diing do ra, chua biét trd
16i thé nao.

Bon kia cling im, vi cling khong biét thé nao ma
tra 10i.

Ki ning d6i pho véi tinh hudéng khan cdp kiéu nay
cd 1t chua dua nao tung trdi qua, nén sau khi nhin
nhau thi cung 18 di, coi nhu 1a thugng sach.

- O hay! Con bé kia! Khong nghe me may hai gi a?

Ba Dung nu6c ding thing ngudi day, quat oang
oang. B4i vi ba hai lun, lai ding dung gitta long song,
nudc ngdp trén dau gbi nén phdi vé quan lén tin ben.
Hai cai 6ng phip mau den vin vin, tim tam, gai gai



kiéu gi hoa ra tron nhu hai vanh khiin day deo hai bén
dui, trong vo cung la mét. Néu phai ngay thudng, chic
chin t6i phdi xudng tin ndi, s tin tay day tan cho,
bao ba day chau x&n quan kiéu nay véi, hom nao di tat
mang chiu d3 phai cdi quan dai vt trén ba.

Nhung hom nay, t6i khong con hing thu nao dé
cip nhit cach vin 6ng quan vo cuing sanh diéu cta ba
ma c diing im, chd me t6i hoi lai cAu nao dé tra 16i
hon mot ti.

- H6m nay ma khong c6 chuyén, t6i cd di bing dau!

Ba Dung vtit tdm con hén vita mo dugc vao cai
thau sit lung ling nu6c dang 16 do tréi bén canh,
quay sang me toi, to cao ti€p:

- Tran doi, toi chtta thiy da con gai nao nhu con
nay. Y tuéng cudp!

Me t6i cling dong tinh:

- Vang ba a! N6 nghich ngay tU trong bung. Hoi ay,
con con tudng no 1a con trai co.

- b4y, thay tai hai chua. C6 tudng thé, né mdéi nghi
no 14 con giai. Gid méi thanh ra nhu thé! - Ba Dung t
y khong bang long.

Trong ldc ba Dung dang mai phan tich nguyén
nhan siu xa vi sao bay gid toi lai y tuéng cudp thi thang
Todn nhay nhdy, y bdo nhan ltc nay chudn nhanh cho
kip. Nhung cé la chua dra nao kip di chuyén thi me

toi lai vong 1én, noi dung van nhu cii nhung 14n nay
danh thép hon:

- T6i héi, hom nay gay chuyén gi?

Lan nay thi t6i danh phai tra 15i, tuy nhién c6 tinh
ha giong, thanh ra li nhi:

- Ching né lay mat cai bat may roi, me a!

- Chung n6 nao? But may nao?

Me t6i 1 1t nhin 1én, tron vanh rd chi ting tiéng.
Ngudi ngoai nghe khoan hoa, thong thd nhung toi
thdy am khi ngit troi. Thang Todn cling nhan ra nén
ds ho toi ngay, khong hé danh 1a chi cét:

- Bon lang Ho6i c6 a! Cai bat may kim tinh, nip
vang. Co dé trong hop but, chd goc ngin kéo ban lam
viéc. Chung chau bdo ban Yén mang cho ca 16p xem.
Cho chtng n6 sdng mit ra...

- Lam sao ma phai sing mit ra?

- Thi ban Yén t4, ching né khéng tin. Bio béc
phét. Chi cé but may Trudng Son chi 1am gi cé cai but
nao nhu thé... Thé nén...

Thing Toan con dinh noi ti€p nhung me t6i gio
tay, ra hiéu diing. R6i oam oap sdi tting budc dai 1én
bd. Ba Dung thiy chiing su viéc thanh nghiém trong
nén cling voi va 1én theo, khong quén 16i theo hai cai
thau tong tdng nudc.



